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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in editorial and contributed articles are those of the authors and not 

necessarily the opinions of the Uncle Bobs Club. 

EXECUTIVE REPORT  

Happy New Year 
 

It only seems like yesterday I was writing my first Executive Report for the 

December 2009 Newsletter and here I am now meeting the 15 January 2010 

deadline for the March Newsletter. 
 

What has gone on? 
 

Monday 9th November 2009 - RCH Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre 

Presentation 
 

Celebrating 30 years Developmental Medicine & Uncle Bobs Child            

Development Centre.  Daryl Gates and Matthew Lee went along for a Parent 

Evening with Dr Hilary Cass. 
 

Dr Cass is a Paediatrician from Great Ormond Street, London, visiting to share 

her experiences of working with children with disabilities, and models of  

clinical care, in the United Kingdom. 
 

The Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre was pleased to see some represen-

tation from the Club. It was a very informative evening. Meeting parents that 

have children that attend the Child Development Centre gave a personal touch, 

helping us get back to being acknowledged in the Hospital area. 
 

22nd November 2009 - HWT Christmas Party  
 

Sunday Morning 8am there was a team of volunteers heading off all ready to 

cook and sell hamburgers and sausages in bread to the Herald and Weekly 

Times Christmas Party. As the volunteers headed to the WESTGATE PARK, 

TODD ROAD, PORT MELBOURNE the mobile phones rang their little tune. 

Donôt bother going to the Park it has been cancelled because of rain. This was 

most upsetting for those that had done the hard work in organising BBQôs, 

trestles, bread, meat and sausages, UBC bandannas, wristbands, tattoos & 

stickers. Making sure that all health and safety procedures were to be followed 

on the day. However UBC has since received some money from proceeds of 

the Stocking raffle, to help defray some of the cost of the BBQ. This was   

disappointing in many ways because we thought it was going to be a great  

opportunity to get our name right in the faces of the Herald and Weekly Times 

people, that have a lot to do with Good Friday. Did I mention Good Friday? 
 

DO YOU REALISE HOW QUCK THE DAYS ARE FLYING PAST? 

THAT MEANS THERE ARE 76 SLEEPS TILL GOOD FRIDAY WHEN 

THIS WENT TO THE EDITORS ON 15 JANUARY 2010. 

 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Whoôs who at UBC? 

6th December 2009 - General Meeting 

A fairly good turn out and a great BBQ cooked by Terry Didcock and Darrell Williams (where did they get those hamburgers 

and sausages they were great?), at the Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre, North Melbourne. Here we were given a brief 

history of the building, how we donated it to the Royal Childrenôs Hospital. The building is classified by the National Trust 

and built in 1885 by William Leeming. We had a tour of the building at the end of the meeting. Such fine architecture and 

they were built to last. 

Ian Jager, State President, gave a report on attending the Royal Childrenôs Hospital AGM and Award Presentations. We  

presented the 2009 UBC Travelling Scholarship to Tania Griffiths, Senior Sonographer, Medical Imaging. 

Ian spoke about the conjoined twins and we have found out that two UBC Travelling Scholarship recipients, Wirginia   

Maixner (1997) and Alison Wray (2004), working at the RCH were part of the surgery team. 

Matthew Lee, State Committee member, gave a report on the luncheon 24 October 2009. The same report can be found in 

the December newsletter. (If you have lost your copy you can find it on our web page.) 

John Traill gave a report on how the Good Friday Appeal is travelling. Did I mention Good Friday? 

DID I MENTION THAT GOOD FRIDAY IS GETTING CLOSER? 2 nd APRIL 2010. 
 

The next General Meeting of the Uncle Bobs Club will be Sunday 14th March 2010. 
 

10 December 2009- Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre Christmas Party. 

Again this year the State Committee, just before their final meeting for the year, attended the party for the kids and parents of 

the Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre. Father Christmas was in their environment so there were no issues of that Big 

EXECUTIVE REPORT (Cont)  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Man in the Red Suit, and handed the kids their Christmas Presents. Brought a tear to my eye as I watched these kids accept 

their Christmas Presents with a beaming smile. Some of the kids are moving on - they have graduated from the Development 

Centre. 

 
Just a final note, to one of our Past State Presidents Bill Gilmore, who has had an operation on his Achilles, get well soon 

Bill. I went around to see Bill and his biggest concern was how is he going to collect for Good Friday. 
 

DID I MENTION THAT GOOD FRIDAY IS GETTING CLOSER? 2 nd APRIL 2010. 
 

While on the matter of colleting for Good Friday all Branches, Groups and Head Office would love to hear from you if you 

are interested in volunteering your services as a collector, Corner Captain or in any other way you think you can help out for 

the day. 
 

Daryl Gates 
Honorary State Secretary 

EXECUTIVE REPORT (Cont)  
 

(Continued from page 2) 

GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL REPORT  
 
I was in Woollies today doing my shopping and at the checkout was a Good Friday collection tin.  It reminded me that the Club isnôt the 
only organisation that prepares and fundraises during the year for the Good Friday Appeal and that other places too would be in full swing 
in their own preparation for our special day.  I ventured onto the Appeal website recently and already there are numerous activities     
happening around our state ï from the Run for Kids in Melbourne to concerts in Moe to a dusk-till dawn square dance in Deer Park.  
Thatôs not to mention the events on the day itself like an Easter Egg hunt in Leopold or line dancing in Ringwood. 
 
Our Club too has its own tried and tested (and successful) activities from our famous (or infamous!) Barrow Push down on the Mornington 
Peninsula through to our volunteers running amuck in Bendigo (we look forward to the Prime cross over Carol!!), to our Easter Egg    
raffles.  We will again be having a team operate the UBC Information Booth at Etihad Stadium in an attempt to raise our profile and gain 
more members.  Our metropolitan volunteers will be harassing our motorists (in the nicest possible way) at city intersections and again we 
welcome with open arms the assistance from our friends from the MFB and CFAôs to help us with arms and legs. 
 
We also welcome back our volunteers from Freemasonry Victoria who will be collecting at numerous 7-11 convenience stores through 
metropolitan Melbourne and at this early stage have indications that there may be an increase of how many of those stores will have  
collectors.  This may mean an increase to our total!  Cross fingers!! 
 
Our sub-committee has also needed to design a new ñThank Youò card for the Club.  Keep an eye out for it and please if you have any 
comments, donôt be shy and pass them on.  Without comment, we donôt know how to improve!  But please make them constructive! 
 
I am sure that you will all agree that the Royal Childrens Hospital holds a very special piece of our hearts and the work that the men and 
women do for the tiny patients is remarkable.  One just has to look back a few months to the amazing surgery to separate conjoined twins 
Krishna and Trishna and if you were anything like me, shed a tear or two when news came through that the team were successful and 
now the girls have left the hospital for a very bright future.  Itôs stories like those that remind us of why we keep coming back every year.  
Itôs people like that specialised team that remind us that we need to keep fundraising and collecting so that they can use specialised 
equipment and have the budget on hand to use in researching illnesses that cripple our children.  I was extremely proud in the knowledge 
that I volunteer for an organisation that is part of all of that and it will be that story that will remain with me through this Good Friday when 
things get a little busy and we need that simple reminder of why we do it. 
 
Please remember that we do it not for ourselves, but for our kids and those that are less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
So, I now put the call out to you.  Pleaseéif you are not already involved somehow with the Appeal, I urge you to contact your Branch or 
Group President or contact Head Office to put your hand up.  We need all the help that we can get.  It doesnôt matter if you donôt have all 
day, even if you only have an hour to spareéIôm sure that you will be welcomed and appreciated for what you have to offer. 
 
On behalf of the UBC GFA sub-committee, GOOD LUCK!!!  We hope that the sun shines on your events and that 2010 is memorable for 
all of the right reasons. 

 
Kayley Wedd 
GFA Sub-Committee 
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Uncle Bobs Club 
General Meeting & Luncheon 

 
All members are advised 

that the next General Meeting & Luncheon 
of the Uncle Bobs Club will be held on 

 

SUNDAY 14th MARCH 2010 
 

at the 

 
Ella Latham Foyer 

Royal Childrenõs Hospital 
Flemington Road, Parkville 

 
 

A luncheon will be held at 12.30pm for those members & guests wishing to partake in a meal,  
with the General Meeting following at 2.00pm 

 

Lunch will be provided at a cost of $15.00 (GST inc) per person 
 
 
 

RSVP: Friday 5th March 2010 
Phone: 9335 6300 or E-mail: ubc@alphalink.com.  

 

 

 
(Please indicate on your RSVP if you will be attending the Luncheon & Meeting or the Meeting only) 

 
 

Members and guests indicating they will be attending the luncheon please understand that the Club is required to  
fulfil any costs incurred with meals on the day, so if you are unable to attend at the last minute and do not advise the  

Club, a luncheon fee will still be charged. 
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED ï  
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP WITH THE GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL? 

 
THE UNCLE BOBS CLUB NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH WORKING BEES, 

DOORKNOCKS, CORNER COLLECTIONS, 7-ELEVEN COLLECTIONS ETC LEADING UP TO 
GOOD FRIDAY AND ON GOOD FRIDAY ITSELF ï  

2ND APRIL 2010 
 

HAVE SOME FUN & ENJOY THE REWARDS OF RAISING FUNDS TOWARDS ONE OF THE 
WORLDôS GREATEST CHILDRENôS HOSPITALS. 

 
WANT TO KNOW MORE ð DONõT WAIT ð  

GIVE THE UNCLE BOBS CLUB OFFICE A CALL ON (03) 9335 6300 
 



 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 6 Uncle Bobs Newsletter March 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

FEBRUARY 2010 TO JULY 2010  

FEBRUARY 2010 

Monday 8th Knitted Goods stall at the Royal Childrenôs Hospital 

Saturday 13th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 

Saturday 13th Drouin Group has a Market Stall at the Ficifolia Festival, Drouin Park, Drouin 

    

MARCH 2010 

Saturday 13th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 

SUNDAY 14TH STATE GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 31st Knitted Goods stall at the Royal Childrenôs Hospital 

    

APRIL 2010 

FRIDAY 2ND GOOD FRIDAY 

Saturday 10th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 

    

MAY 2010 
Monday 3rd Knitted Goods stall at the Royal Childrenôs Hospital 

Saturday 8th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 

    

JUNE 2010 

Saturday 12th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 

    

JULY 2010 

Thursday 1st Knitted Goods stall at the Royal Childrenôs Hospital 

Saturday 10th St Arnaud Branch is holding itôs monthly Market and BBQ 
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UNCLE BOBS CLUB WEB SITE  
 

http://www.unclebobsclub.org.au/ 
 

Our web site is up and running and we are getting a few remarks about it, which means you are going there. We 
are willing to hear about constructive criticisms. 
Our plans are to update as often and as quick as we can. 
 

There will be specials and offers on the web site. 
 

We have the last two newsletters on the web site. 
 

Our intention is to have an invite soon to offer an e-mail mail-out so you get notified quicker about what specials 
are on, so you will have to regularly visit the web site to find out if that has been put there. 
 

Our intention is also to get green friendly and have our newsletters delivered by e-mail instead of posting which 
will save paper, postage and money. To do this it will also be a link on the web site asking if you want it delivered, 
but we have to go through a few legal changes to our Articles of Association, so please be patient whilst we get it 
all happening. 
 

We are also looking at companies associated with the Club to advertise on our web site helping each other, all in 
good time. We have a small contingent of editors and discussions are happening daily about the web site         
between each other and the web site owners. 
 

What this all means is that you will either have to make the web site your home page or visit it regularly so you 
can keep up to date as to what is happening on there. Of course the more you visit the home page the chances of 
us making more money is inevitable. 
Daryl Gates  
Honorary State Secretary  

 

TEAM BUNYIP 

Rally around the flag! 
 
Itôs that time again, old father time has turned over another year and its time for sleeping 
Bunyips to wake from their slumber.  We have all just got over Christmas, but its time to 
put our Good Friday hats on.  Good Friday seems to sneak up on us and before we know 
it, itôs tapping us on the shoulder. 
                    

I hope to see all the members of Team Bunyip again this year after a long break away 
from activity.   If any younger members of the Club wish to join Team Bunyip and help on 
Good Friday at Etihad Stadium, please contact Head Office or myself at                    
teambunyip@yahoo.com.au.  We always need new members and welcome an extra pair 
of hands.   
 

Team Bunyip is a place where younger members, who cannot due to age participate in 
other activities, can help on the day and feel like they are part of the greater picture which 
is sometimes forgotten.   It is a place where a future leader of the Club may be found.  
 

Once again the Team will be helping Craig Broderick man an information stand somewhere at Etihad Stadium but Team Bunyip canôt do it 
alone, so if any members of the Club who wish to give Craig a hand, even if itôs just for a few hours please contact Head Office to register 
your interest.   For the Club to continue our great work, we need to stop people saying ñThe Uncle Bobs Club?  I thought you guys were no 
longer around?ò That is the main aim of the display and for it to work we need enthusiastic members in it who can spread the word.  So if 
you can, please help. 
 

Letters will be sent to all previous members of Team Bunyip and the counting room staff which will ask you whether you would like to  
volunteer for the information stand.  Please take special note of this when your letter is sent as many hands make light work. 
  
At this time each year, I run the Team Bunyip flag up the flagpole and ask the Team to rally around it in the name of a good cause.  Over 
the years since the formation of Team Bunyip, we have grown in strength.  Some have moved on to bigger things due to age and new 
recruits have enlisted.  I hope that happens again this year.   
 

Good luck to all Uncle Bobs ï country and metropolitan.  Team Bunyip is just a cog in the wheel that is the UBC.  We all have our part to 
play and together we can achieve anything.  So lets reach beyond the universe and continue the great work started by a group of men 
over a drink in a pub in Hawthorn in 1941. 
 

Colin J Wedd 
Leader of Team Bunyip 
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UBC Travelling Scholar 2009 
 

This is an e-mail that was received from the  

2009 UBC Travelling Scholar. 

Dear Ian,  
 

It was a pleasure to meet you and Matthew last week at the Royal Children's Hospital Annual 

General Meeting. 
 

Thank you for the support Uncle Bobs Club provide to the RCH and in particular for the Travelling        
Scholarship. 
 

I am very grateful for the opportunity the scholarship will provide and I look forward to being able to bring 
new skills back to the RCH. The workshop I will attend in July 2010 in South Carolina is on a new technique 
aimed at preventing strokes in children with sickle cell anaemia. After this I will spend a period of time at the 
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh observing and learning how they look at the liver with ultrasound before 
and after liver transplants in children.  
 

July 2010 seems a long way away at the moment but I am sure it will come around very quickly. At the   
moment I am negotiating with a hotel adjacent to the hospital for a very competitive room rate so I can make 
the most of my visit and stay as long as practical. 
 

As I indicated last week I would be very pleased to come and speak at your Club meetings. As my travel is 
actually not until next financial year I would be happy to speak beforehand if that is more suitable. And then 
of course I can update you on my return if you are interested. Once again, thank you for your support and I 
will ensure that I return with valuable new techniques and skills to pass on to my colleagues and most    
importantly to help the sick and disabled children of Victoria.  
 

Kind Regards,  
 

Tania Griffiths 

Tutor Sonographer 

A MESSAGE FROM UNCLE BOBS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

 
Please pass on our thanks to the Uncle Bobs Club members who attended the Christmas party here last week and to Father 
Christmas for his act.  It is always good having them all here. 
 
I also wanted to let you know that the Parent-Child Mother Goose Program that the Club has been supporting over the last 
number of years has finally had its evaluation completed.  We did this evaluation in collaboration with Australian Catholic  
University over three years. Australian Catholic University is about to submit the paper for publication in a peer reviewed   
journal.  It has also been accepted for presentation at the National Early Intervention Childhood conference in Canberra in 
May next year where Uncle Bobs CDC will be present. 
 
Please pass on our thanks for their wonderful support.  We really appreciated being able to offer this program and now that 
we have an evaluation completed it should help in gaining funding from other sources.  The Club has enabled this all to    
happen, so thank you again!  
 
Michǟle Spreckley 
Manager 
Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre 
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NATHALIA BRANCH  
 
 November was a busy month for the Branch as we had our Annual Town Market. Unfortunately the heavens opened 
for the first time in ages to give us one of the wettest days our region had           
experienced in ages... not that we are complaining though. So our market dwindled 
down to about half strength. But for those who did manage to turn up and brave the 
weather we all had a great time and purchased the bargains we seeked! Our team 
proceeded to prepare the BBQ and our chicken steaks sold like hot cakes. So con-
sidering other neighbouring markets in the area on the day were completely washed 
out, we still did well. Many thanks to the Uncle Bobs team and the people from   
Nathalia and district who still come out to play on such a wet day. We also managed 
to draw our Wheelbarrow Raffle on the day, which was enjoyed by a very deserving 

local. Thanks again to all those who sold and 
purchased the tickets.... good luck for next 
year maybe! 
 The Branch also enjoyed a great day at the Uncle Bobs Park for our Christmas 
party. It was a chance to relax before 2010 brings on another year of fundraising. We 
look forward to beginning the Good Friday onslaught, which is fast approaching. 
 I would like to finish by congratulating our Moira Shire Australia Day Citizen of 
the Year Nominee Maureen McGowan. We will see what the result is this coming         
Australia Day celebrations and keep you informed. Good luck, Maus! 
 
Till next time, Kylie 
 
Kylie McGowan 
Nathalia Branch President 

 

KYABRAM & DISTRICT BRANCH  
Hi from Ky! 
 
 Well another year has gone by and so quickly. We are now thinking of Easter and Good Friday, Tin Shakes & Raffles.  
 We didnôt get to have our Installation of Office Bearers at Nathalia, but we are still ñcoggingò along, maybe a bit slower 
than usual. 
 Our Christmas Spinning Wheel was ok, but very hot conditions - took a while to get going. 
 Our Christmas Hamper Raffle, drawn Christmas Eve was won by Jenny Mitchell. She was rapt to win the barrow full of 
goodies. Belle Pierson won the Christmas Cake, she was also pleased. The cake was baked by Heather Fehring and      
decorated by Margaret Steddar. 
 Looking forward to Good Friday and more ticket selling. 
 
Best Wishes to all Uncle Bobs  
 
Isobel Attwood 
Kyabram & District Branch President 

 

WEST GIPPSLAND BRANCH  
Christmas Hampers 
Once again our volunteers would like to thank the Manager and Staff for allowing our members to sit inside the Coles store 
and sell the tickets. The winners were Dot Tucker, Doug Elliott, and M Hogan. Our income was $1,370.30, expenditure 

 

Reports from the Branches:  

Nathalia Branch Wheelbarrow Raffle 

Maureen McGowan & Lesley   

Limbrick at the UB Park for the 

Branch Christmas Party 
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$292.00 and profit $1078.00. Our thanks also to Helen & Kevin Potter for 
making up the Hampers. Our volunteers were Kevin Potter, Joyce Lindorff, 
Hazel Wells, Fran Hoult and Karen Lindorff. All our profits go towards the 
Royal Childrenôs Hospital Good Friday Appeal. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of the Warragul Regional Newspapers P/L (taken by Tom Elton) 

Collections Tins for Good Friday 
 There have been 4 business houses that have had their tins counted.  
 They have come from  ï  Lyn Johnson Milk Bar      $118.10. 
      Helen Hibbins Milk Bar      $104.00 
      Warragul Newsagency C/o Jessie Hoeler    $140.85 
      Warragul Trak Music Sandra Morgan    $106.30 

 

Sausage Sizzle 
 Our November issue will be our last one until March. Our profit for the day being $187.00. Many thanks to our         
volunteers again Kevin Potter, Brian Giblin, Jan Roberts, Robert Kippen and Karen Lindorff. 

Little Tatts 
 Our weekly Little Tatts is still going well with our supporters and we thank them very much.  
Winners are Dorothy Pratt, Geoff McMillan, Kevin Potter (2) A. Handley (3) May Dore, Margaret Craig and Karen Lindorff. 
Everyone enjoys it when the Treasurer Kevin hands them the voucher worth ten dollars to spend on themselves. 

Notice of Intention for the Good Friday Appeal  
 Once the activities for Christmas have settled down in the New Year our volunteers will be building up to Good Friday 
Appeal. 
 We will be conducting a doorknock in the following areas - Warragul, Darnum, Yarragon and Tanjil South. Traffic 
Lights at the intersection of Victoria & Albert Streets on the Thursday, Caltex Service Station Pakenham Thursday and Friday. 
Easter Eggs at Coles, dates for selling yet to be confirmed. Coles Jar - Vera Chandler & Margaret Lindner will be at Coles for 
the 13th year. Warragul Golf Day 30th March at the Warragul Golf Club, Sutton Street Safeway car park, on the Thursday night 
the Warragul Club/Angling Club will once again be conducting the annual raffle night for the Good Friday Appeal. 

Use of Commonwealth Bank 
 The Branch Treasurer Kevin Potter is keeping in touch with the Manager of the Bank re using the premises of the 
Commonwealth Bank. This year will be our 41st year what - would we do without our Bank Staff? 

Zone Picnic 
 On Sunday 10th January 2010 Karen, Hazel, Joyce & Kevin travelled to Cowes for the Zone Picnic. It was a good day, 
not too hot. The usual cricket match took place, but not many partook of the cricket match. Even the President had a bat and 
got caught out.  
 

Kevin Potter  
West Gippsland Branch Treasurer 
 

ST ARNAUD BRANCH  

 A big hello to all Uncle Bobs Members! I hope all members and your families had a very Merry Christmas and l also 
hope the New Year is a happy one. 
 The St Arnaud Branch has been very busy over the last couple of months. It all started with the St Arnaud Festival 
where the BBQ site raised $679.00 while the December Market & BBQ raised $300.00 and the Christmas Raffle raised 
$431.00 

BRANCH REPORTS  
(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Drawing of the UBC West Gippsland Branch Christmas 
raffle at Coles Supermarket in Warragul on Thursday 

18th December 2009 
L to R: Karen Lindorff, David Barkwith, Kevin Potter & 

Joyce Lindorff 


