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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in editorial and contributed articles are those of the authors and not 

necessarily the opinions of the Uncle Bobs Club. 

EXECUTIVE REPORT 
 

Dear Fellow Uncle Bobs, 
 
This is my first Executive Report as Honorary State Secretary. My name 
is Daryl Gates proudly elected as Honorary State Secretary at the      
Annual General Meeting on 11 October 2009. It is with honour that I   
accepted this role. There have been so many great Secretariesô before 
me I pray that I can fill the shoes and expectations needed for this    
prestigious position. 
 
I do not have a lot to report at this stage as I have only been in the     
position for 2 weeks when asked to do this report. So far, I have taken 
minutes at a State Committee Meeting. Thank you Lesley for back up. 
Lesley and Chris do a fantastic job in the office. My e-mail box is empty, 
I know that will fill quickly, my phone has not been ringing off the hook, 
and I know all this will change as you get to know me. 
 
So I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am 51 years 
old. I consider myself to be a handôs on type of person. If I have the   
ability I will do the task for you, if unable I will find a person or persons 
that can. I do not take kindly to the words it canôt be done. I have been 
on State Committee before, back in the 80ôs when we became a       
company and served on State Committee for some years. The only   
reason I left was that I moved to Queensland. I can hear a few of you 
now saying I should have started a Branch up there, sorry to disappoint 
you all but I found it hard to get Queenslanders to donate to a Victorian 
Club, funny about that. Unfortunately, I had a pretty serious industrial 
work accident whilst working on a coal mine. At the age of 37 to be told 
you cannot physically do what you used to do hit me rather hard. I was 
determined this was not going to stop me, so off to rehab I went daily. 
During this time I also had a family separation leaving me on my own. 
Life was tough and I ended up moving back to Melbourne to be assisted 
by my family, this was hard to do, as I said before, I do not like the words 
it canôt be done, but I had to concede I needed help with some physical  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Whoôs who at UBC? 

day-to-day chores. My children had also moved down to Melbourne and I wanted to be near them. I have 2 beautiful     
daughters 20 and 15 that both live with me now.  
 
I did not handle it very well that I was unemployable because I have ongoing injuries and I had a work cover claim. So I 
formed a business, I am an electrician by trade and the business was testing and tagging of electrical equipment on the    
proviso I had a person doing my physical work for me. My partner and I have built such a reputation in the field that work has 
doubled every year and I have had to sell the business because I cannot keep up physically.  
 
So that now brings me to the position of Honorary State Secretary of which I accepted to keep my mind active and to also 
help so many of you wonderful volunteers that give of your time so freely all for the children. I admire you all and am          
impressed continually by your dedication and commitment. I only hope and pray that I can do well in this position.  
 
I will conclude this long letter with a word of advice. ñIf you donôt think you can make the meeting think twice because you 
never know what you will be nominated for if absent.ò  
 

Daryl Gates 
Honorary State Secretary 
 

EXECUTIVE REPORT (Cont)  
 

(Continued from page 1) 



 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 3 Uncle Bobs Newsletter December 2009 

 

 

                                

 

 

December Luncheon & General Meeting 
 

SPECIAL INVITATION  
 

All members and friends are advised that the  

December Luncheon & General Meeting of the  

Uncle Bobs Club will be held on 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 6th 2009 
 

at 
 

Uncle Bobs Child Development Centre, 

56 Chapman St, North Melbourne 
 

A BBQ luncheon will be held at 12.30pm, at a cost of $10.00 per head for those members & guests 

wishing to partake in a meal. The General Meeting will start at 2.00pm 

 

RSVP: Friday 27th November 2009 
 

Phone 9335 6300 or e-mail ubc@alphalink.com.au 
 

(Please indicate on your RSVP if you will be attending the Luncheon & Meeting or the Meeting only) 
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2009 Annual General Meeting  
 

The 67th Annual General Meeting was held at the Ella Latham Foyer, Royal Childrenôs Hospital on Sunday October 11th 
2009.  
 
Firstly to our country members that travelled for the meeting, thank you for your attendance. It is always great to see       
members and have a chat about how each Branch/Group is progressing and the different ideas that can be used throughout 
the whole Club. 
 
After lunch we had the meeting where representatives from each Branch or Group in attendance gave their reports, and 
handed over their cheques.  
 
Emoke Bakacs from the Good Friday Appeal Office presented our State Committee members with their badges.   
 
Our State Committee members are: 
 
Ian Jager    Honorary State President 
John Traill    Honorary State Vice President 
Daryl Gates    Honorary State Secretary 
Sarah Last   Honorary Assistant State Secretary 
Neil Spitzer   Honorary State Treasurer 
Committee members: 
Craig Broderick,  Bronwen Lamond,  
Matthew Lee,  Charles McLean,  
Cameron Willey  Robert Willey 

 
Welcome to our newest director, Matthew Lee. 
 
The meeting was well represented, very successful and Bob Bunyip made a 
special appearance.  
 
 
The Major raffle was drawn and the winners were: 
 
First prize of 2 tickets for the Blues Train Dinner & Show (leaves from Queenscliff Station) with one nightôs accommodation for 
two at ñWillowood on Granvilleò Bed & Breakfast at Drysdale on the Bellarine Peninsula and a bottle of wine. Valued at 
$300.00. Won by Peter Stevenson of California Gully (ticket sold by Jarklin Group) 

 
Second prize of a Breville Citrus Press valued at $199.00 won by 
Allison Pedder of Darnum (ticket sold by West Gippsland 
Branch) 
 
Third prize of a large Cadbury Chocoholics Hamper won by Judy 
of Drouin (ticket sold by Drouin Group) 
 
 
 

Daryl Gates 
Honorary State Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emoke Bakacs presents President Ian 

Jager with the ñPresidential Silver Trayò 

New State Committee member Matthew Lee and new  

State Secretary Daryl Gates with ôBob Bunyipô at the 

AGM  
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UBC WEBSITE  
 
The directors of the UBC are pleased to announce that we have a new website. 
 

Thanks to Bronwen Lamond, sponsor-ed® have come on board and set us up as their first not-for-profit    
website. Our site is a trial not-for-profit site, as sponsor-ed® develops websites primarily for schools. 
 

The hope of the directors is to have the site updated regularly with news, events and articles.  
 

Can we please ask that if you have Internet access you take a look at the site, which is 
www.unclebobsclub.org.au. You will note the orange box towards the top right hand side of your screen that 
says, ñMake This My Homepageò. We would like to ask that if at all possible you make this site your Home 
Page. If we start to get enough hits on a daily basis we will be paid by sponsor-ed® and the more hits we get 
will increase the amount of money we can make. 
 

Also we would like Branches and Groups to have their own details on the site, such as  
contact details, meetings dates and any events they may be running. So if any of you want anything on the 
website please contact the office via e-mail at ubc@alphalink.com.au. 
 

At present Ian Jager, Cameron Willey and Chris Binion are looking after the website. We are about to have the 
assistance of our two new directors as well, in Daryl Gates and Matthew Lee.  
 

Please take a look and the site and by all means, any feedback would be great. 

THE CLUBôS OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED FROM 
 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2009 at 

5pm 
 

AND WILL REOPEN FOR BUSINESS 
 

MONDAY 11TH JANUARY 2010 at 

9am 
 

Lesley and Chris wish all Uncle Bobs 

members and supporters a safe and happy 

Christmas and New Year.  

Best Wishes 

CHRISTMAS          
OFFICE  CLOSURE 


